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This Fall Obscura Gallery presents an exciting exhibition of the newly published limited edition portfolio by 
one of the most influential documentary photographers of his generation: Danny Lyon: Thirty Photographs (1962-
1980). This collection features many of the New Mexico photographer Danny Lyon’s most iconic images. The 
portfolio, published in 2019 and limited to an edition of 10, was compiled by Terry Etherton of Etherton 
Gallery in Tucson, Arizona, spotlighting his 40-year association with Lyon. Obscura Gallery’s show is one of 
the first exhibitions to partner with Etherton Gallery for this newly compiled portfolio, offering for sale the 
full portfolio as well as individual modern prints. The reception takes place on Friday, October 4, 2019 from 
5-7pm at Obscura Gallery. 
 

 
DANNY LYON, Johnnie Sanchez, Bernalillo, New Mexico, 1973, 11x14”, gelatin silver print 
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DANNY LYON, Memorial Day Run, Milwaukee, 1966 (from the Bikeriders), 14 x 11”, gelatin silver print 

 
Danny Lyon, born in 1942, is one of the most original and influential documentary photographers of the post-
war generation. He forged a new style of documentary photography, described in literary circles as "New 
Journalism," an unconventional, personal form of documentary in which the photographer immersed himself 
in his subject’s world. 
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A graduate of the University of Chicago, Lyon began his career in 1962 as the staff photographer for the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), covering and participating in Civil Rights marches. His first 
important project was published as The Bikeriders (1967), and was based on his time spent on the road 1965-66 
as a member of a motorcycle club known as the Chicago Outlaws.. Lyon described the series as "an attempt to 
record and glorify the life of the American bikerider," whose golden years were receding as the sixties drew to 
a close. In 1971, Lyon published his best known work, Conversations with the Dead, which features photographs 
of six Texas prisons made over a period of fourteen-months, from 1967 to 1968. To make “a picture of 
imprisonment as distressing as I knew it to be in reality," Lyon juxtaposed his images with texts taken from 
prison records, interviews, inmates’ writings, (particularly the letters of Billy McCune, a convicted rapist), and 
even fiction. Described by photographer and President of Magnum, Martin Parr as Lyon’s ‘masterpiece’ 
Conversations with the Dead remains “as powerful and relevant as ever” in light of America’s ever expanding system 
of mass incarceration. Other important projects included in the portfolio include Uptown Chicago (1965), Tesca 
(1966), The Destruction of Lower Manhattan (1966-67), Haiti (1986) and The Southwestern Portfolio: New Mexico and 
Mexico (1967-1983). 

 
DANNY LYON, Llanito, New Mexico, 1970, 11 x 14”, gelatin silver print 

Having established new models for both documentary photography and the photography book, Danny Lyon 
went on to become an influential documentary filmmaker, winning numerous honors and awards in both fields, 
including Guggenheim Fellowships in both film and photography, and the 2015 Lucie Award for Achievement 
in Documentary Photography. Over the course of his career, he has published more than 20 books of 
photography and been the subject of over fifty solo exhibitions. He was the subject of a travelling career 
retrospective, Danny Lyon: Message to the Future that opened at the Whitney Museum of American Art in 2016 
and completed its tour at the Berlin Foundation, Germany in December 2017. 
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DANNY LYON, Guns are passed to the picket tower, Ferguson Unit, Texas Department of Corrections, 1968, 11x14”, gelatin silver print 

Danny Lyon’s work is in the permanent collections of The Museum of Modern Art, The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, the Art Institute of Chicago, American Museum of Art, 
Smithsonian Institute, the J. Paul Getty Museum and many other public institutions. Lyon lives and works in 
New Mexico. 
 

For more information about the exhibition please contact Owner/Director  
Jennifer Schlesinger at info@obscuragallery.net or call 505-577-6708. 



Page 5 of 5 

1405 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505  obscuragalleryphoto@gmail.com 

W W W . O B S C U R A G A L L E R Y. N E T 
 

 
DANNY LYON, View through the rear wall, 89 Beekman Street, Lower Manhattan, 1967, 11 x 11”, gelatin silver print 

 
THE GALLERY LOCATION AND HOURS  

 
Obscura Gallery is located in the Santa Fe downtown historic district two blocks east of the revitalized Downtown 
Railyard district at the corner of Galisteo St. and Paseo de Peralta. Gallery hours are Tuesday – Saturday, 11-5pm 
and by appointment. 
 
Parking is limited. Additional parking is available Monday – Friday from 8:00am – 9:00pm at the State Capitol 
Parking Facility municipal garage located at 485 Galisteo Street. There is also metered parking always available on 
Galisteo street next to the Parking Facility. 

 


